This book is a very condensed version of the author's ideas of the origin of life. In its essential content it differs little from his earlier publications, but he has been meticulous in incorporating up-to-date discoveries in astrophysics and biochemistry into the fabric of his theory.
Oparin provides evidence for the existence of water and carbon compounds in the early Earth In only a few instances were relatives examined, but it is noteworthy that both parents of the D/G patient were normal, as were the 7 examined of the 8 parents of the G/G translocation patients. Of the 5 patients with Down's syndrome who had a similarly affected sib, 4 had regular trisomy-2i and the fifth was the triple mosaic.
This study is a useful contribution to the cytogenetics of Down's syndrome, and the chromosome studies are obviously of a high standard.
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